
Katie Burns Cello Studio 
3511 W. 39th Ave. 

Denver, CO 
(630) 903-0856 

kdburns11@gmail.com 
 
Dear Parent and Student, 
 
Thank you so much for considering private cello lessons!  I cannot wait to begin exploring music through 
the cello with you.  The following contract outlines the logistics of taking lessons as well as guidelines, 
policies, and expectations.  I want to be as flexible and helpful as possible throughout our time together, 
and I hope this can be the beginning of an open dialogue as we continue.  Please let me know if you have 
any questions regarding the following information. 
 
Sincerely, 
Katie 
 
ATTENDANCE  

 
I. The student and parent understand and agree that lessons must run on schedule in order to 

not interrupt the flow of other lessons scheduled in the same day.  
II. In the event of a planned absence, please contact me at least 24 hours in advance by phone 

or email. I will offer times for a make-up lesson, or will credit your missed lesson in the 
following month’s invoice. I cannot guarantee make-ups for all missed lessons.   

III. If the lesson does not materialize within the first 10 minutes, we agree to treat the tardy as a 
missed lesson. In the event of an unexpected time conflict, please contact me by phone as 
soon as possible.  

 
PAYMENT 
 

I. Hourly rate – $65 per 60 minutes, $50 per 45 minutes, $35 per 30 minutes 
Rates are subject to change.  I will notify the parent and student at least 4 weeks in 
advance. 

 
II. Monthly payments are due before the first of each month for the agreed upon number of 

lessons that month. 
 

III. Payment Type 
All monthly invoices will be emailed before the first of the month.  Payment can be made 
by check, cash, Venmo before the first of the month.  Please contact me for specific 
questions or concerns. 
 

IV. Cancellations 
If a lesson is cancelled at least 24 hours in advance, we will first explore makeup options.  
If scheduling a makeup lesson is not possible, payment for that lesson will be credited on 
the following month’s invoice. 

 
STUDENT and PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
I. Parent Education – All new families who are pursuing a Suzuki education are required to 

partake in a series of orientation activities including a lesson observation, a parent meeting, 
and some reading.  These are crucial for us to start our lessons off on the right foot with a 
clear understanding of expectations, goals, and philosophical foundations. 

 
All new families who are not pursuing Suzuki lessons are required to schedule a 
parent/student meeting and are strongly encouraged to observe a lesson before their first 
lesson. 
 



II. Materials – Basic materials for every lesson include: 
i. Cello and bow 

ii. Endpin strap 
iii. Stool/bench (when applicable) 
iv. All relevant books 
v. Notebook specifically for cello lessons 

 
Students are responsible for acquiring and bringing these materials to every lesson. I will 
assist in referring students to where they can obtain these items on their own.  When 
needed, I can purchase books for the student in exchange for the market price.  Materials 
I purchase for the student will be added to the monthly invoice. 
 

III. Instrument Care – In our lessons I will teach proper instrument care, and the student and 
parent will be responsible for continuing to practice this care outside of lessons.  When at 
all possible, please take care of repairs before lesson time, and always notify me as soon as 
possible by phone or email.  
 
Examples of instrument care include: 

a. Wiping rosin off strings after every practice 
b. Keeping instrument humidified within reason 
c. Take cello in for maintenance as needed 

 
 

IV. Practicing – While practicing varies by age and ability, students are expected to practice or 
do active listening every day.  We will discuss how much practice is ideal for the student, 
how to practice effectively and efficiently, and I will encourage students in their practicing. 
Nevertheless, it is up the student to do his or her own practicing at home. Students who 
maintain the recommended amount of practicing time will make progress the most quickly 
and undoubtedly enjoy lessons more. Parents are also encouraged to be involved in their 
student’s practice. Taking time to listen to your child play his or her weekly pieces, or 
creating a set time for practicing in the students daily routine are good ways to become 
involved. 

 
V. Listening – Daily active listening is required of all Suzuki students and highly 

recommended for all other students.  Just like practicing, students and parents who do their 
listening consistently will make progress most quickly and tend to enjoy playing more. 

 
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

I. There are 2 formal recitals scheduled each school year, one in the winter and one in the 
spring.  I expect every student to participate in at least one of these recitals each year.   
 

II. In addition to recitals, other performance opportunities will be made available throughout 
the year including formal and informal community performances.  Participation in these 
opportunities is crucial to a student’s musical development and growth as a member of the 
greater community, and is highly encouraged. 

 
GROUP CLASSES 
 

I. All students are required to participate in a group class or ensemble of some kind.  
Examples of this include Suzuki group classes, a student’s school orchestra, audition 
orchestra, etc.   
 

II. Suzuki group classes are offered on a bi-weekly basis through Denver Talent Education 
(DTE), a cooperative of violin, viola, and cello Suzuki teachers who convene, along with 
their students, in a central location throughout the school year.  

 
 



III. Participation in group classes is highly required for all students pursuing the Suzuki 
method in their lessons.  Group classes are an amazing setting for reinforcing concepts 
learned in lessons, as well as new concepts and music. Students who attend group classes in 
addition to their weekly lessons benefit from peer learning and tend to stay more engaged 
and motivated in their development. I understand it is a big commitment to participate in 
both private lessons and group class, and I strive to make that commitment worthwhile both 
musically and socially. 

 
DISCONTINUING LESSONS 

 
I. Please notify me as soon as possible (preferably a minimum of 2 week’s notice) if you wish 

to discontinue lessons.  In a constant effort to make this experience better for all students, I 
will provide a brief exit survey for both the parent and student to complete.   


